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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SUICIDOLOGY NAMES 

ELIZABETH NEWCOMBE THE 2024 CRISIS SERVICES AWARD 
RECIPIENT 

  
 
May 10, 2024, | Washington, DC - The American Association of Suicidology (AAS), the 
world’s largest membership-based suicide prevention organization, has announced that 
Elizabeth Newcombe is the recipient of the 2024 Crisis Services Award. The award was 
presented at the 57th Annual AAS Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

"Under Elizabeth’s leadership, the Vancouver Island Crisis Society (VICS) has excelled 
in crisis intervention. Her dedication to initiatives like the Crisis Line Enhancement 
Project sets a high standard," said AAS President & CEO Leeann Sherman, MPS, 
CAE., "Elizabeth's professionalism, adaptability, and oversight of VICS 24/7 crisis line 
services make her a model for her community. Elizabeth truly deserves this year's Crisis 
Services Award." 

Elizabeth Newcombe is the Executive Director of the Vancouver Island Crisis Society 
(VICS) and has been at the forefront of crisis intervention. Through initiatives like the 
Crisis Line Enhancement Project, they've boosted crisis line capacity, standardized 
services, and improved provincial governance. VICS's professionalism, adaptability, and 
efficiency shine through, making them a model for the province. Despite their 
involvement in broader efforts, they maintain their 24/7 crisis line services. Elizabeth 
and VICS are respected leaders in crisis intervention. 

The Crisis Services Award winner is determined based on the demonstrated quality and 
effectiveness of their service, their ability to infuse core values of suicide prevention and 
mental wellness into their practices, community impact, and resilience in addressing the 
most challenging community behavioral health needs. 

About American Association of Suicidology 
The American Association of Suicidology is the world’s largest membership-based 
suicide prevention organization. Founded in 1968 by Edwin S. Shneidman, PhD, AAS 
promotes the research of suicide and its prevention, public awareness programs, public 
education and training for professionals and volunteers. The membership of AAS 
includes mental health and public health professionals, researchers, suicide prevention 
and crisis intervention centers, school districts, crisis center professionals, survivors of 

http://suicidology.org/


suicide loss, attempt survivors, and a variety of laypersons who have an interest in 
suicide prevention. Learn more about AAS at www.suicidology.org. 

Responsible reporting on suicide, including stories of hope and resilience, can prevent 
more suicides and open the door for help for those in need. Visit the Media as Partners 
in Suicide Prevention: Suicide Reporting Recommendations for more details. For 
additional information, visit SuicideReportingToolkit.com and Stanford University’s 
Media and Mental Health Initiative. For crisis services anywhere in the world, visit 
FindAHelpline.org and in the continental United States chat, text or call 988. 

 
For media inquiries or additional information, contact: 
 
Jody Gottlieb 
jgottlieb@suicidology.org 
American Association of Suicidology 
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